
  

Winter 2023 Issue 

 
JANUARY 16: BCHMO 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING  in Jefferson City 
@ Perkin’s. 10 a.m. Mem-
bers are always welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 
 
MARCH 18: BCHMO UP-
PER CURRENT CLEAN 
UP RIDE @ Big Creek Trail 
Ride 
Reservations: (417) 932-
4846 
 
JUNE 9: BCHMO MARK 
TWAIN NATIONAL FOR-
EST/OZARK TRAIL 
CLEAN UP RIDE @ Brushy 
Creek Lodge & Resort 
Reservations: (573) 269-
4600 
 
JUNE 10: BCHMO MEM-
BERSHIP APPRECIATION 
RIDE @ Brushy Creek 
Lodge & Resort 
Reservations: (573) 269-
4600 
 
 
NOVEMBER 4:  BCHMO 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING: Location TBD 
 
Check our website 
(www.bchmo.org) for state 
and chapter events happen-
ing throughout the year. 
 

   UPCOMING 

   2023 EVENTS 

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN  

OF MISSOURI 

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF MISSOURI  

2022 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Back Country Horsemen of Missouri (BCHMO) held it’s Annual Membership Meeting on 

Saturday, November 5, 2022 at North Fork River Ranch. There were 44 members in atten-

dance at the meeting, representing ten of eleven chapters.  
 

The required election of the 2023 officers was held, as were the two open positions on the 

Board of Directors. Kathy Jaeger was elected to serve as BCHMO Secretary, and Jane Dos-

kal was elected BCHMO Treasurer. There were no nominees for the President and Vice-

President positions for 2023. Mary 

Lamar and Pat Reinebach were 

elected to the Board. Each will serve a 

three year term.  
 

2022 BCHMO President, Tim Ander-

son, presided over the meeting using a 

consent agenda format, which stream-

lined the proceedings. Chapters 

shared their informational reports and 

responses to the five questions for the 

Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 

and Threats analysis. 
 

There was discussion and updates re-

garding the Trail Maintenance Incentive (TMI); Strategic 

Plan; the 2022 Back Country Horsemen of America National 

Board Meeting; and membership approval of the 2021 

BCHMO Annual Membership Meeting Minutes and Treas-

urer Report, as well as other information for the membership. Two afternoon education pro-

grams were presented, and the Saturday evening banquet was followed by the live auction. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter leaders and chapter repre-

sentatives in front of the chapter 

poster boards at the 2022 Annual 

Membership Meeting. 

BCHMO Officers: Secre-

tary Kathy Jaeger and 

Treasurer Jane Doskal. 

Membership Coordinator Sue Maynard and the 

multi-tasking Ray Maynard, current Service Chair, 

Webmaster and TMI Committee Chair! 
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Meet Your Back Country Horsemen of Missouri (BCHMO) Officers, Committee Chairs and Directors 
 

In this issue of the Back Country Horsemen of Missouri newsletter, we continue to introduce you to your elected and ap-

pointed officers, directors and committee chairs.  In this issue, we feature Kathy Jaeger, BCHMO Secretary. 

Hi everyone – I am Kathy Jaeger, your State Secretary for Back 

Country Horsemen of Missouri (BCHMO). Two years ago, Maury 

Mertz asked me if I would run for office as the Secretary. I agreed, 

and was elected to the position at the Annual Membership Meeting 

in November of 2020.  

 

In the past, I have been active in many saddle clubs, serving in vari-

ous roles, as well as being a past 4-H leader with 14 years tenure. I 

felt as if I could assist with the duties of the secretary’s office, and 

contribute by stepping up to help where ever I was needed. As with 

my other volunteer experiences, there is so much that goes on be-

hind the scenes that needs to be taken care of. It has been wonderful 

to work with the board and the other officers who realize this also. 

We work as a team to accomplish the events that promote our or-

ganization and support BCHMO. 

 

Now here’s a little of my background into the horse life. During my 

childhood we moved around a bit, but settled back to in Missouri in 

1972. This was my parent’s home state, and we moved here to be 

closer to family. Once we moved here, my older sister wanted a 

horse, and thus it began for me – this love of these beautiful ani-

mals. A few years later I convinced my parents to get me a horse. I grew up in the country, riding gravel roads, picking 

up friends along the way as we all made our way down to the creek. What a great childhood!  My parents never worried 

(or they never showed it) but as long as you were home by dinner, all was good.  I loved growing up in the country. Then 

came the dreaded move to town, selling of the horses, and life changed for me. I graduated high school, got married and 

had kids. My love for horses never ceased though, and when the opportunity arose with my current husband, we jumped 

right back in, purchasing land, buying horses for all of us, and started our family horse life. Our kids grew up taking care 

of horses, riding, and playing all the great horse games at the local horse shows. This was a wonderful way for them to 

learn responsibilities, be independent, but still under our watchful eyes – cause how else were they getting to the shows 

or trail rides unless mom and dad came along. I am extremely proud of all of them for their work ethics and dedication in 

their jobs, and the parents they have grown into. After all, we all know what it takes to take care of these beautiful ani-

mals. Three grown children, six fantastic grand children, and now my husband and I have cows along with our horses. 

We also operate a second generation automotive garage, which will be celebrating 50 years in 2023. 

 

Wow – so here I am for my third year as your Secretary for BCHMO. This organization is so special, but I do feel there is 

so much more we could be doing. It’s taken for granted what we have right here in our lovely state. Missouri is abundant 

with miles upon miles of trails to ride and enjoy. There are many friendships made every year with people across this 

state and ones made with others from out of state. We have to join together to support our trails, our forests and public 

lands so we can keep these open.  It takes a village they say, and I believe the BCHMO village could be much greater 

with more participation by our members, either attending board meetings, serving on the board, committees, and attend-

ing the state events. I encourage each of you, our membership, to tap in to your strengths or talents and volunteer to help 

us grow.  Be part of the growth and change that is wanted, and is needed to take BCHMO further into the future. 
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As your Back Country Horsemen of Missouri (BCHMO) 2022 President, I would like to thank every member of for a 

successful year, and special thanks to all who attended the Annual Membership Meeting at North Fork River Ranch the 

weekend of November 5. Thank you to all the chapters who created amazing posters and chapter reports, and for pre-

senting your five questions to complete the SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) analysis for the 

outline of a BCHMO Strategic Plan.  

 

There are so many people who worked so hard for a successful weekend. Planning for the event started several months 

prior to the event. Thanks to all the board, officers, and members who helped set up, clean, and ensure the lodge was 

well suited to the meeting, dinner, and auction. A special thanks to Ray and Susan Maynard for their many hours pre-

paring, and working on the member reports, volunteer hours, and auction software!  

 

We had two very interesting and engaging education sessions, one presented by Ruth Garner, and the other by Theresa 

Anderson. Thank you ladies, for your presentations. 

 

Thanks to all secured items to contribute to the auctions, and especially those who bid! Our auctioneer, Robert Phillips, 

along with helpers Lynette Miller and John Stewart, made the live auction a success, resulting in $2271, with the silent 

auction bringing in $333. The winner of the 50/50 raffle, Jane Doskal, graciously returned her winnings to BCHMO. 

 

Thank you, John Stewart, for a great Sunday service! And thanks to all the members who presented wonderful presenta-

tions, and thank you anyone who I have missed! We are grateful as well, to Dr. Jones, and his son Richard, and their 

staff at North Forth River Ranch, for their hospitality. 

 

Tim Anderson  

A WORD OF THANKS 

MERAMEC VALLEY TRAIL ASSOCIATION  

DONATION 

 

The Meramec Valley Trail Association (MVTA) has been in 

existence for over four years. Jane Doskal, Back Country 

Horsemen of Missouri (BCHMO) treasurer, has been a board 

member since the organization was formed. She represented 

BCHMO as the planning for the trail was in development. 

The multi-purpose trail corridor was from Pacific Missouri, 

east through Eureka, with connection to the Ozark Trail, and 

the Great Riverways Greenway system. It also included con-

nection to the west with Robertsville State Park. 

 

As the MVTA was dissolved, the remaining funds were dis-

bursed to three non-profit organization dedicated to building 

and maintaining trails.  They are the Gateway Off-Road Cy-

clists, The Ozark Trail Association, and BCHMO. The pic-

ture captures the check presentation from Matt Holt 

(President, MVTA), to Jane Doskal (BCHMO). Also present 

was Roxie and Maury Mertz. The donation BCHMO re-

ceived from the MVTA was $1000.00.   

 

A special thank you is extended to Jane for her participation 

in a leadership position with the MVTA. It was her represen-

tation, and the mission of BCHMO, for which this donation 

was received. 

THANK YOU JANE! 
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MOUNTAIN RIDERS CHAPTER – Jennifer Wolf 

The Mountain Riders Chapter had a very successful year preserving the trails throughout Douglas, Ozark, Christian, and 

Taney Counties. Below is a review of the 2022 trail work completed: 

 

Total Clip and Clean rides:  12 

Total Trail Miles worked:  74.8 

Areas: 

 Corbitt Potter Trailhead 

 Hercules Glades Wilderness Area 

 Elk Ranch Trailhead (x2) 

 Willie Lee Trailhead 

 Glade Top Marsh Trailhead 

 Bateman Ranch Trailhead 

 Rockbridge Trout Farm 

 Thompson Hollow/Buzzards Roost Trailhead 

 East Bar K Trailhead 

 Bar K Wrangler Trailhead 

 Little Creek Bear Hollow 

 

The Mountain Rider Chapter will hold a meeting in January 2023 to schedule the Clip and Clean rides for the coming 

year.  Meeting Place/Date/Time: To be announced. We look forward to continuing our success in the upcoming year. 
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SOUTH CENTRAL CHAPTER – Maury Mertz & Carol Hildebrand 

A special THANK YOU is extended to South Central Chapter member Kathy Jaeger. She spent many hours helping to 

coordinate camping requests, serving as the organization’s secretary, and performing other duties at the annual member-

ship meeting held on November 5, 2022. She, along with so many others, was instrumental for a smooth running meet-

ing. THANK YOU KATHY!!!  
  
By the time you read this report, our 

chapter will have had its Canned Food 

Drive and Christmas Luncheon. This is 

our annual event to celebrate a year of 

trail riding, camping, trail maintenance, 

and camaraderie. It has been a very 

good year for our chapter with its 50 

members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

Other activities this past year: 
 

National Public Lands Day, September 24, was celebrated with 

the Brownfield Chapter at the Cole Creek Trailhead. Several of 

our chapter members participated, and stayed for overnight, 

rustic camping. Darrel and Robin Vaughan are great hosts, 

providing a delicious pot luck dinner on Saturday evening. I 

would also like to mention that Paul Parker from our chapter 

participated, adding his expertise to trail maintenance and 

clearing.   
 

The weekend of July 15 and 16 was the annual Slabtown 

Camping and Trail Ride event. Trail riding in the morning, 

river fun in the afternoon, and delicious food in the evening. It 

was a great time!  We even had attendees from the Brownfield Chapter, and the Heartland Chapter. Not much trail work 

needed to be done, as those trails were clear from previous work day events.   
   
Independence Day was a new experience for our chapter.  For the first time our group participated in the Salem Fourth of 

July parade. We had seven people involved. Two of them carried our chapter banner in front of the horses, indicating 

what group we represented. A special thank you goes to those that were there because it was very HOT. Did I say it was 

HOT! 
 

The Current River was calling us on June 18. Our chapter participated with the Missouri Stream Team to help clean-up 

the upper Current River and river trails. Seven chapter members rode about 16 miles of trails and only picked-up three 

small bags of trash. No surprise to all of us because we have been cleaning up after ourselves for years. 
 

June 4, National Trails Day, did not slip by without our chapter performing needed maintenance on the Blair Creek Sec-

tion of the Ozark Trail (OT). As you recall, our chapter has adopted six miles of the OT within the Mark Twain National 

Forest. This section is part of the 360 mile multi-use Ozark Trail. 
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INDIAN TRAILS CHAPTER - Charles Prilwetz 

Charles Prilwetz is the new chapter leader of the Indian Trails Chapter out of St. Clair, Missouri. He attended, and 

represented the chapter at the Back Country Horsemen of Missouri (BCHMO) Annual Membership Meeting at North 

Fork River Ranch over the November 5 weekend. There was a lot learned, new friends made, and many questions an-

swered. All in all a very valuable experience. 

 

Much was discussed at the November 3 chapter meeting, which Charles presided over. Topics included the upcoming 

Annual Membership Meeting, the best way to get in touch with current chapter members, a Christmas party on Decem-

ber 15, and a chapter ride and chili dinner on January 1. Charles will meet with the Forest Service on December 6 to 

discuss trail clean up, and improvements in the Indian Trails area. 

 

Plans are in the works to visit saddle clubs, 4-H, and Future Farmers of America (FFA) in an effort to reach out to 

younger people on the importance of preserving our trails, and the life long friendships that can come from riding, 

camp fires, and a common bond. The entire chapter is very excited about the upcoming new year, and all it has to hold. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM OUR BARN TO YOURS! 

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN 

OF MISSOURI WISHES  

EVERYONE A MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

AND 

HAPPY TRAILS 

IN 2023! 
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NEMO CHAPTER - Becki Krueger 

The NEMO Chapter had a productive work day in October, with nine members working together to clean the Mt. Pleas-

ant Cemetery at Mark Twain Lake. Most of the headstones are nothing more than a rock placed on edge to locate a grave. 

There are only a handful of headstones that are actually engraved, and of those, only a very few are legible. The chapter 

tries to maintain the cemetery at least once a year by removing downfall, repairing the chain link fence, cutting sprouts, 

and trimming trees.  
 

Members camped on Friday at the VP Lone Star Stable, which allows us to access the cemetery in less time than if we 

camped at Frank Russell Campground. A few members went to supper at the Double E Restaurant, which has become a 

ritual for those of us who camp on work/ride weekends. Friday nights special is Fish and Shrimp.  
 

The morning of the 

work day we loaded 

our equipment on a 

small trailer, and on 

the side by side, both 

owned by Von and 

Paul Gittemeier. They 

graciously hauled our 

equipment to the 

cemetery, thus allow-

ing us to pack less on 

our horses. The riders 

left camp and rode 

toward the cemetery, 

clipping and lopping 

along the way. As we got closer to the cemetery, we called Von to head 

out with our equipment. We did not want to have our equipment sitting at 

the cemetery before we arrived, due to chances of theft. Once we all got there, we unloaded the equipment and let Von 

and Paul go back to camp. The rest of us had a safety meeting, then split into teams to safely take on the different tasks 

around the cemetery. Many hands make for much less work, and that day we had many hands on board, thus making for a 

fun time in which we got a lot of work done. We even built a new bench/mounting block out of an available fallen tree 

and conveniently positioned it between the hitching post and the cemetery gate. When we were done, we called Von and 

Paul to come and retrieve our equipment. Once we had them loaded and one their way back to camp, the rest of us rode 

back, again clipping and lopping along the way. Some of us stayed overnight and again went to supper at Double E Res-

taurant. Saturday night’s special is fried chicken, and we can tell you that you will find none better in the area.  
 

Becki Krueger and Pat Reinebach attended the Back Country Horsemen of Missouri (BCHMO) Annual Membership 

Meeting at North Fork River Ranch the weekend of November 5. There was a good turnout of BCHMO members, and 

beautiful weather, which allowed members to ride on the days leading up to the meeting. The meeting itself was focused 

on each chapters’ history, accomplishments and concerns, along with the usual business of the organization, including 

election of Directors and Officers.  
 

The NEMO Chapter is happy to report that their volunteer service hours for 2022 was $34,664.17. Way to go NEMO!!! 

We would like to thank the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), St. Louis District, and Missouri Department of Con-

servation (MDC), for allowing our chapter to work in partnership with them throughout the year. Without either of these 

agencies, there would be no trails at Mark Twain Lake and Deer Ridge Conservation Area. And a huge thank you for rec-

ognizing the NEMO Chapter for our dedication to keeping trails open.  
 

In the upcoming months we will be having our annual chapter meeting to discuss 2023 projects with the USACE, MDC, 

election of officers, general business, and a delicious meal, so stay tuned for the date and time of our meeting. ANYONE 

AND EVERYONE IS INVITED!  
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BROWNFIELD CHAPTER - Robin Vaughan 

Much needed ground work was done on the trails at Cole Creek early in September, plus the camping area was mowed in 

preparation for possible visitors during the long Labor Day weekend. The county was working too, brush cutting the 

sides of the gravel roads which were graded the week before. The Cole Creek trailhead/camping area and trail fields 

were mowed again in late September.   

 

Great weekend for the 12th Annual National Public Lands Day at Cole Creek. There were Brownfield and South Central 

Chapter members that rode for a few days and worked on the trails. The volunteers received Woody Owl gift bags/items 

provided by US Forest Service Conservation Education located in Washington, D.C.  More individuals joined the event 

Saturday evening for the group meal and supported the raffle for raising funds to help with the maintenance of Cole 

Creek. Congratulations to the winners of the Brownfield Chapter raffle!  Silipa S. won the hand-made baby blanket, and 

Patricia C. won the 

50/50 drawing.  

 

October and Novem-

ber provided some 

nice days for trail 

work and riding. The 

Trail Maintenance 

Incentive awarded to 

the Brownfield 

Chapter for gravel 

on the trailhead cir-

cle and to place on 

muddy spots on the 

Orange Trail is still 

pending. 
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 BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF MISSOURI  

2022 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

John Stewart’s mule, Maggie, 

encounters a new friend! 

Fun times at the live auction. 

The future of Back Country Horsemen. 

Mountain Riders chapter leader Jennifer 

Wolfe and Board member Lynette Miller. 
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You may wonder whether the volunteer hours recorded by Back Country Horsemen of Missouri are recognized by 

the land managers we work with. Below are two letters of appreciation received recently. One is from Missouri De-

partment of Conservation (MDC), and the other from US Army Corp of Engineers (USACE).  

Kudos to our members for their work, Keeping Trails Open for All. 

Good Morning Mr. Maynard.  I have received your reported hours and would like to say Thank You to your entire 

group for all the work and effort you put into the trails at Bolivar Landing, without your work and support the trails 

could not be maintained and useable. 

 

 

Glen Locke 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Natural Resource Manager 

Pomme de Terre Lake 

417-745-6411 

816-389-3865 
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Please support our business, organization, and club members 

Cuba, MO 

www.jimsmotors.com 

PO Box 521  
Ashland, MO  65010 

Boonville Boot & Saddle Club 

Cloverleaf Saddle Club 

Douglas Co Foxtrotting Breeding Assoc. 

Kearney Saddle Club 

Missouri Veterinary Trail Riders Associa-

tion 

Narrow Gait Farm Services, LLC 

Rolla Saddle Club 

Southwest MO Trail Riders 

St.Clair Saddle Club 

Summersville Saddle Club 

573-793-2372  

www.panthercreektrailrides.com 
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Back Country Horsemen of Missouri 

Paula Hull 

P O Box 909 

Van Buren, MO  63965 

Back Country Horsemen of Missouri 

 
Publications Committee – Paula Hull, Ray Maynard, 

Lynette Miller, Phyllis Rowe, John Stewart, Jean 

Wrightfield. 

 

Back Country Horsemen of Missouri is the official 

quarterly newsletter of the Back Country Horsemen 

of Missouri (BCHMO), a non-profit 501(c)(3), 

member supported, volunteer organization.  Reprint 

permission must be solicited from the Editor and, as 

applicable, the authors.  Articles of relevance to our 

purposes are earnestly sought. 

The views and opinions expressed in authored arti-

cles may not necessarily be those of BCHMO.  

Please visit our website (www.bchmo.org) and that 

of Back Country Horsemen of America 

(www.bcha.org) for additional information and arti-

cles. 

 

BCHMO Publications Chair: 

         Paula Hull 

  Phone  573-323-8993 

Change of Address? 

 

If you have moved, your address 

is incorrect, or you have a new 

or different email address, 

please contact your chapter 

leader, or BCHMO membership 

coordinator, Sue Maynard at 

pasnipper@gmail.com or call 

870/810-1274. 


