
Ridgerunner Chapter 

 

1. Chapter History: 

Our chapter was founded in 2018 by Sally Hickman.  She and her friend Laura 

Van Dyke were both voted chair and vice chair.  Gail Holt became Secretary / 

Treasurer.  Our very first get together was at Chens Gardens in West Plains and 

invited many people to join and learn about BCHA.  Many of us learned about the 

invite through Facebook and a newspaper clipping.  Our first few meetings were 

scheduled every second Tuesday of the month and were held at the Howell / 

Oregon community room.  A few months down the line Cherie Eppler took over 

the Social Media part of things.  The first major job was to clean up one of the 

main trail heads at Wrangler which leads to Devils Backbone on the south side 

while the Northside leads to the Ridgerunner trail and Ozark trail.  We trimmed 

much of the brush back, lots of weed eating and took down and removed broken 

hitching rails.  Later down the line a new mounting block was placed, new 

hitching rails put in and an old broken picnic table was replaced.  Later we had a 

fun ride along the Wrangler trail that took us to the North Fork which is part of the 

White River before heading back. 

We spent lots of time and money placing mounting blocks at every major trail 

head we could think of. 6 mounting blocks in total.  Members were encouraged to 

“adopt a trail head” and maintain the upkeep and report any thing that was 

damaged or needed help removing.  The larger trail heads were mowed and 

weed eated since the Forest Service did not always have the time to do this.   

2019 – 2021 we had a change of officers.  Ruth Thompson – chair and 

Treasurer, Sharon Baily – Vice Chair and reporter, Gail Holt – Secretary, and 

Cherie Eppler kept up with social media. 

During this time, we spent much of our time maintaining trail heads and clearing 

brush from the trails and removing fallen trees. 

We also had our first raffle of a headstall and rein set.  We set up at two places, 

sold tickets and received many donations and let people know what BCHA / 

BCHMO was about. 

 

2. 2022 Accomplishments  

Our accomplishments for 2022 was not expected.  Our area was hit with very 

high temperatures reaching 105 most of the days for 2 ½ months and very dry 

conditions.  So, one can say the weather played a huge factor in why not much 

was done.  In fact, many of us did not ride horses either.  Now finally it is 

September and some cooler temperatures we will be back at it.  We have a 



workday planned for public lands day and a couple of set ups for a raffle we are 

having. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Strengths of our chapter 

One major strength of the Ridgerunner Chapter is our knowledge of the trails in 

these parts.  No matter how bad they are and how many times we get lost, a 

member can always find our way back.  And with the few people that part take in 

the workdays, we manage to get things done. 

 

4. Concerns for our chapter 

Our concerns and weaknesses the addition of new members and the number of 

workers for workdays.  It seems the only time people will attend meeting is the 

very first on of the year.  To top that off very few will show up for workdays.  We 

cannot get much done with maybe 6 people at the most.  We would also like to 

see the Forest Service get more involved with our chapter.  As of right now Tray 

Hall has no one for our area.  I was lucky to get a meeting scheduled with Tray in 

early November to discuss some improvements we would like to make at the 

Pomona TH. 

 

5. How can the BCH organization partner with us 

Possible funds for publicity.  We need to get the community to understand our 

mission statement and what BCH stands for and what we do.  They need to 

understand that we work with all departments of the Forest Service and others.  

Maybe in the end more people would be apt to join and clear the trails for 

accessibility for hikers, bicyclist (no ebikes), equestrians etc.… 

 

 

As it stands right now Cherie Eppler is Chair, Jaun Eppler is co-chair, Ruth 

Thompson is treasurer and records keeper, Gail Holt is Secretary, Sharon Baily 

is the reporter which sends all the info out for the BCHMO newsletters, and 

Cherie Eppler is Social Media.  This was never changed via the BCHMO page, 

and we are still wondering why.  Our meeting place has changed and how many 

times we hold meetings as well. 

 

 

 


