
  

 
JULY 18: BCHMO 
BOARD OF DIRECTOS 
MEETING  in Jefferson 
City. Perkins Restaurant 
@ 10 a.m. Members are  
welcome and encouraged 
to attend. 
 
SEPTEMBER 24: NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC LANDS 
DAY Many chapters will 
be hosting events. Check 
the BCHMO website for 
details. 
 
NOVEMBER 5:  BCHMO 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 
@ North Fork River 
Ranch. 
Reservations will be ac-
cepted after the BCHMO 
Board has finalized the 
details at their July meet-
ing. Information will be 
provided via Action Alert, 
the BCHMO website and 
chapter leaders. 
 
Check our website 
(www.bchmo.org) for state 
and chapter events hap-
pening throughout the 
year. 

   UPCOMING 
   2022 EVENTS 

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN  
OF MISSOURI 

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF AMERICA 
2022 NATIONAL BOARD MEETING - 

Tim Anderson, Back Country Horsemen of Missouri President and 
National Director 

 

The Back Country Horsemen of America (BCHA) National Board of Directors met in Kan-
sas City, Missouri, for three days in April, for the National Board Meeting, the first face to 
face meeting in three years. I was one of the many first time directors attending the national 
meeting – nearly 66% of the directors were new. My take away, the meeting was amazing. 
 
The business meeting was a bit tedious, but the public lands day was extremely informative. 
We heard from government partners including an exciting discussion with our Region on 
upcoming changes with the US Forest Service National SAW Program. The Education Com-
mittee included activities from various states for empowering youth. 
 
Day two was very engaging, as we heard about Advantages with Building Capacity, detailed 
updates from the BCHA Public Lands Committee, and Public Land Issue Escalation Process. 
I liked the details in the Public Lands Agreements session, which highlighted for me the val-
ue BCHA has for public land managers. We heard detailed information on risks associated 
with e-bikes, and potential benefits of successful partnerships. A resolution was passed to 
invest BCHA legal funds and a budget was passed for 2022-2023. Minor changes to govern-
ance policies were passed as part of the business meeting. 
 
The US Forest Service (USFS) leader from Washington DC, opened Tuesday with a detailed 
presentation on USFS Agency Structure, followed by a plan they have to address Challenges 
& Successes (such as increased usage). 
 
The networking, and making new relationships, were a highlight of the national meeting. 
One evening the BCHA committees had a meet and greet, providing directors with infor-
mation on the purpose and value of the BCHA committees. The committee “open houses” 
and evening networking time was inspirational. Hearing the history and stories from many 
long-standing members from other states created an appreciation for the many years of work 
and partnerships.  
 
Tuesday afternoon was very positive, as we heard US Forest Service National SAW Program 
leaders. We received detailed information on the revised SAW Policy and Program Struc-
ture, including announcement on the New (standardized) Curriculum Update. We ended the 
afternoon with breakout sessions into USFS Regions for Q&A with Regional SAW Program 
Managers. 
 
The non-structured time with other national directors was amazing. I have attended many 
conferences and planning meetings with my job, but the BCHA National Board Meeting was 
truly inspiring. It is difficult to describe the many stories and experiences shared during the 
meeting. 
 
Some details from the meeting included: 

I made a motion that BCHA submit Request for Proposal on a third party contractor to 
conduct fund raising for BCHA, fee based on % of collections. The time for adding 
agenda items had passed so there was minimal discussion on this idea. My lesson on 
Roberts Rules of Order! 

        Continued on page 2 
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Meet Your Back Country Horsemen of Missouri (BCHMO) Officers, Committee Chairs and Directors 
 

In this issue of the Back Country Horsemen of Missouri newsletter, we continue to introduce you to your elected and appointed officers, 
directors and committee chairs.  In this issue, we feature Board member Pat Reinebach. 

      RIVER SPRINGS CHAPTER - Paula Hull 

PATRICIA (PAT) REINEBACH - BCHMO BOARD MEMBER 

I reside in New London, Missouri, and joined BCHMO in 2008 as a member of the NEMO 
chapter. In November of 2021, at the BCHMO Annual Membership Meeting, I was voted onto 
the BCHMO Board of Directors.  
 

I attended high school in Payson, Illinois, and received my Junior Business and Accounting 
degree from Gym City Business College. I have been a member of Lions Clubs International 
for 31 years, having attended district and state level conventions for the past 22 years. 
 

In 1972 I started bowling, and I am still bowling one night a week. My high average is 201, I 
have bowled two 300 games and 15 - 700 series. Currently president of United States Bowling 
Congress of Quincy, Illinois. I have been on the bowling board for 25 years and president eight 
years. 
 

I played softball from the age of nine, to the age of 50, and played for the Quincy Jets for six 
years. 
 

Thank you for electing me to the BCHMO Board of Directors and the opportunity to serve 
you. 
 

I was privileged to vote on two initiatives to make a minor change in governance language. Voted on new officer 
positions. 

I helped present Back Country Horsemen of Missouri (BCHMO) accomplishments and partnerships. 
We heard from other chapters on details about Department of Motor Vehicle license plate fund raisers, prison 

partnership making horse quilts, and youth education engagement activities. 
I voted on an initiative to increase funding to allow more than one paper edition of the BCHA newsletter (motion 

failed to achieve enough votes). 
Highlighted data from meeting: 12,795 BCHA members. 212 chapters, 30 states, ~$9.1 total volunteer value in 

2021. 
 

I am grateful for having had the opportunity to represent BCHMO at the National Board Meeting. 

Continued from page 1 

The River Springs chapter commemorated National Trails Day on June 4, with a ride and pot-
luck at the Lazy C Trailhead. The weather proved to be quite mild for the ride and meal after-
ward.  
 

Ten riders rode, clipped and cleaned a 7.7 mile loop, while two members got our lunch fixins’ 
ready. Chapter Co-Leader Ray Maynard fired up the grill after the ride and cooked up some 
good burgers and dogs. Topped off with sides from our members, it was a great food fest! 
 

It was encouraging to see the Lazy C being utilized by overnight campers. In addition to our 
members Ruth and Gary Garner, there was a group camping 
from Cabool, Missouri and another man from Alton, Missouri. 
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Back Country Horsemen of Missouri is seeking interested members to serve on the following committees, 
including chairperson for each…….  

EDUCATION: The Education committee may work with other  committees to provide education on trail work-
shops, chainsaw classes, trail construction, grant writing, and develop education materials such as pamphlets for trail 
heads or trail maintenance guides. The committee may work with chapters to provide local classes or materials to edu-
cate the public or BHCMO members. 

SERVICE: Committee duties include promote, organize, tabulate, as necessary, ongoing volunteer contributions. 
This committee shall create and periodically review a formula and related forms for such tabulation in a manner con-
sistent with Back Country Horsemen of America policy, and submit formal reports for BCHMO to it’s public land 
agencies. 

More detailed descriptions of the committee 
chair functions can be found in the BCHMO 
Policy and Procedure Manual on our website: 
https://www.bchmo.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/01/SW-PP-Update-3-20-20.pdf  

Interested individuals for these positions should contact 
BCHMO President, Tim Anderson 
(timanderson1962@gmail.com) or phone 573-353-
4577.  
Questions should be directed to Becki Krueger 
(mules4me59@gmail.com) or phone 660-341-7880.  

PUBLIC LANDS: This impor tant committee serves the advocacy por tion of our  mission. This committee meets 
with public land managers and helps to build and sustain relationships. Committee will coordinate appropriate repre-
sentation at public meetings addressing pertinent issues. Committee shall review material related to equestrian access, 
research issues as necessary and make recommendations to the Board of Directors on proposed policy and statements.  

Flag Springs Conservation Area near Washburn, Missouri, a favorite spot of 
horseback riders, hikers, bikes, and hunters, was the site of a major cleanup 
the weekend of March 19. Tornado Ridge Chapter of Back Country Horse-
men of Missouri (BCHMO), in southwest Missouri, organized the event, 
giving a chance for local high school students to do some volunteer service 

hours, along with the chap-
ter, and friends in the com-
munity, while taking care of 
our beautiful trails. 
 
Members Todd and Laura Johnson brought their majestic mule team to 
pull a beautiful one-of-a-kind wagon through the old logging roads at 
Flag Springs with a couple of local students from Southwest High 
School, hustling up and down to clear trash from the area.  
 

Roxi and Russell Goines with their daughter Cecilia joined in the fun 
on horseback. Mom and daughter took the horses out on the trails with 
Kirsten Scott while dad Russell helped jump in and out of a small vehi-
cle to gather the trash.  
 

Tornado Ridge is a small chapter, but we have done several projects in the riding community. Two beautiful memorial 
hitching rails have been installed at Compton Hollow and Wire Road, both Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) lands. Members that log hours for American Endurance Ride Conference (AERC), BCHMO and MDC are 
compiled and turned in to the appropriate organizations and help to keep trails open for all. Many trail users are al-
ready helping to keep trails open and cleared without being involved in an organization which is great, but if you want 
your hours to count, think of joining BCHMO. 
 

Flag Springs Conservation Area has also been the site of the Annual Jo Tate Memorial Endurance Ride every Memori-
al Day weekend since 1993. Riders from all over the country come to compete on our fabulous and challenging trails. 
Many of the local endurance riders are also members of BCHMO, and will help to keep not only these local trails in 
good shape, but wherever they ride. Thank you to all who help in so many ways.  

TORNADO RIDGE CHAPTER - Jodi Hess-Schlup 

https://www.bchmo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SW-PP-Update-3-20-20.pdf
https://www.bchmo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/SW-PP-Update-3-20-20.pdf
mailto:timanderson1962@gmail.com
mailto:mules4me59@gmail.com
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June 10-12 was a very good weekend at Brushy Creek Lodge & Resort for the Back Country Horsemen of Missouri 
(BCHMO) Mark Twain National Forest/Ozark Trail Clean-Up Ride, and the Membership Appreciation Ride. Members 
started arriving as early as Wednesday to enjoy the nice cool weather, which by Sunday started to heat up. There were 
about 31 BCHMO members that attended, representing the NEMO, River Springs, South Central, Tornado Ridge, 
Brownfield, and Indian Trails chapters, and also Members-at-Large.  
 
The clean-up on Friday went well, with two sawers and their swampers going in one direction, while the other mem-
bers split up and worked two more trails, which were the anticipated route for the BCHMO Land Manager Ride taking 
place on Monday, June 13. 
 
Thursday and Friday evening’s potlucks provided great food, fellowship, lots of sto-
ries and laughter around the campfire, and even a knighthood! Danny Gentles was 
knighted as “Sir Danny” for his fantastic Dutch oven meals, especially those delicious 
cobblers.  
 
The Poker Run on Saturday had 22 members who signed up, and BCHMO collected 
$240. Johnny did an excellent job leading us to all the obstacles. All horses and riders 
did well. 
 

On Saturday night, thanks to John Stewart cooking the burgers and dogs that 
BCHMO provided, and our members bringing all those great side dishes, we all en-
joyed a wonderful meal. After the meal, the poker envelopes were opened. Becki 
Krueger was the one to have the winning hand with a full house. Becki donated her 
$120 winnings back to BCHMO. Thank you Becki. 
 
Several of the members went home on Sunday, and with the weather heating up that 
afternoon Becki, Maury and I took our chairs and went to the swimming hole. We enjoyed putting our feet in the water 
and visiting. Then all of a sudden the back of Maury’s chair started sinking, causing him to do a slow motion back flip. 
That was our entertainment for the day! 
 
BCHMO wants to give a special thanks to George, JoAnn, Johnny, Diane, and the Brushy Creek Lodge staff for all 

they do to make this event a success. 
 

 

MARK TWAIN NATIONAL FOREST/OZARK TRAIL CLEAN-UP RIDE and the  
MEMBERSHIP APPRECIATION RIDE - Lynette Miller, Board Member 

The Knighting of Sir Danny 

Clean-Up Ride on Friday 

Always great food at 
a BCHMO event! 

Becki Krueger 
with the winning 
poker hand. Donating 
her winnings back to 
BCHMO with treasur-
er, Jane Doskal. 
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SOUTH CENTRAL CHAPTER – Maury Mertz & Carol Hildebrand 

National Trails Day, June 4, did not slip by without our chapter performing 
needed maintenance on the Blair Creek Section of the Ozark Trail (OT). As 
you recall, our chapter has adopted six miles of the OT within the Mark Twain 
National Forest (MTNF). This is a multi-use trail that is part of the 360 mile 
Ozark Trail. 
 

On May 14, Kaintuck Hollow (MTNF) received 12 eager volunteers that di-
vided into four groups. Each of the groups took different sections of the trail to 
clip, clear and remove trees.  All in all, 17 miles of trails were cleared. Two 
members returned two days later to remove a large tree (with chainsaws) that 
was blocking the pasture trail. It’s hard to call it a work day with beautiful 
weather, good friends and awesome trails.  
 

Our chapter also attended the Upper Current Clean-up Ride at Big Creek Trail 
Ride on March 19. Seven chapter members were able to attend.  We cleaned 
the trash from the county road.  Four of the mesh trash bags were filled with 
debris, with the help of other chapters. 
 

We had two work days cancelled in February because of bad weather.  We 
were able to have our third scheduled work day at the Roby Lake Trailhead on 
March 5, with eight members attending. We cleared about 11 miles of trail.  
  
In January we had our annual planning meeting, which was held on January 29. There were 24 members that attended. 
There was lots of discussion about the schedule of events with many good comments. By the end of the meeting, we 
had an approved schedule.  Please check the BCHMO website or our Facebook page for a copy.   
 

Our next event is the July 4 Salem Independence Day Parade. This is a new event for our chapter this year. After the 
parade, later in the evening, is the big fireworks display sponsored by the City of Salem.  It promises to be a special 
day.  

Paul Parker working his magic at Kaintuck 
Hollow on the red diamond trail.  

RIDGE RUNNER CHAPTER - Sharon Bailey 

The Ridge Runners held their last “official” meeting in January with a potluck, and guest speaker Tray Hall, Recreation 
Specialist with Mark Twain National Forest (MTNF). He will work with us wherever possible, as their manpower allows. 
He expressed his appreciation for our chapter’s work, and presented us with the Citizen Stewardship & Partnerships Vol-
unteer and Service Award. This was granted in 2019 but due to the restrictions of the pandemic the MTNF was finally 
presenting it to us. Ruth Thompson accepted the award for the Ridge Runners. 
 
New officers for 2022 were elected: 
Chair - Cherie Eppler       Trail Boss - Julie Templeton    
Vice chair - Juan Eppler      Media - Cherie Eppler 
Secretary - Gail Holt       BCHMO Reporter - Sharon Bailey 
Treasurer & hours keeper - Ruth Thompson 
 
A clip and clean ride was held on April 26, from the Blue Hole to Horton Trailheads. New diamond trail markers were 
added where they were lacking. Our original work day from Blue Hole to Highway 14 was rained out and rescheduled to 
June 7 at 9 a.m. with a potluck to follow. The Ridge Runners celebrated National Trails Day with a fun trail ride in the 
Devil’s Backbone Wilderness on June 4, followed by a potluck. 
 
We will continue mowing and maintenance at all our local trailheads this summer. Most have already been mowed for the 
first time this year. Members have again adopted a trailhead that they will monitor for the year and will report their time 
for these duties. 
 
We will have informal chapter meetings at our planned events and communicate as needed by e-mail and Facebook in 
between. Our next formal chapter meeting will be a potluck on September 13, 2022. 
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NEMO CHAPTER - Becki Krueger 

The NEMO Chapter has been fortunate in that we have been able to have our scheduled work days, plus some. 
 
April saw us getting the Frank Russell Recreation area at Mark Twain Lake ready for the trail riding season. Chapter 
members cleaned the leaves that had accumulated over the winter from the stall barn ; trimmed trees that were encroach-
ing the manure bunkers and tie/picket lines; and picking up trash. We also went to Spalding Trailhead and picked up 
trash; trimmed a section of trail nearby and set six water bars on the trail leading out of the trailhead to the east. We also 
repaired the tube that was beginning to wash out near the Cow Creek Loop, then moved to Parking Lot #10, where we 
picked up trash and trimmed limbs on the trees near the parking area.  
 
Members worked on the new Huck Trail at Mark Twain Lake. This trail had been laid out in 2021 but had not been offi-
cially opened until now. We rode it on horseback, rerouted around storm damaged areas, then rode it again and added 
additional flagging, then rode it one more time and painted the marker trees. This will add an additional loop that people 
can utilize as they ride from Frank Russell.  
 
April saw the Back Country Horsemen of America (BCHA) National Board Meeting being held in Kansas City, MO 
(FINALLY!). Becki Krueger from the NEMO Chapter and Tim Anderson from Heartland Chapter were the National 
Directors representing Missouri. Also from the NEMO Chapter, helping as a volunteer during the meetings, was Pat 
Reinebach.  
 
In May we had to reschedule our official work/ride date due to unforeseen circumstances, but we made it happen a few 
days later. With a guest from the Heartland Chapter we were able to get the marker trees along the trails painted for the 
year. We didn’t quite get finished, but we have another work/ride day scheduled. Becki Krueger was unable to ride that 
day, so she and one of the COE staff met to discuss trail signage updates that needed to be addressed, and were able to 
replenish the paint to those working on the trail.  
 

June is off to a good start. The Corps of Engineers invited Becki Krueger to meet with Colonel Kevin Golinghorst, St. 
Louis District Commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on June 2, in hopes that we could share our perspec-
tives as partners and shareholders. A couple of members met at Frank Russell Recreation Area in order to tidy things up 
prior to the visit and inspection by the District Commander. We made sure the stalls were free of manure and bedding; 
trimmed a few branches in the parking lot; and picked up any stray manure around the campsites and in the roadway. 
We also went to Spalding Trailhead to tidy up there. 
 
The next day Becki Krueger, and David and Marguerite Jones were honored to be able to meet with the District Com-
mander and the Mark Twain Lake staff, and then totally surprised to receive one of three Certificates of Appreciation for 
our chapter’s support and valued advocacy. We were also honored to sign a Proclamation declaring that February 19, 
2022, as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers St. Louis District Day. Both of these documents can be seen on display at 
the M.W. Boudreaux Memorial Visitors Center. Please stop by and see all of the past NEMO Chapter awards that are 
also on display there.  
 
NEMO Chapter not only works with the Corps of Engineers, but the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) as 
well. Our first work day was held on June 4.at Deer Ridge Conservation Area near LaBelle, MO. A couple of members 
camped on Friday night in the primitive horse camp, where there was only the night sounds of birds and wildlife, along-
side the crackling of a bonfire. 
 
A nice way to observe National Trails Day…  
On Saturday five other members arrived for the work day. Seven members set out to work four sections of trails that A. 
J. Campbell, MDC Recreational Use Specialist, had tasked us with. These four areas were where the trail was being tak-
en over from each side by vines and smaller brush and limbs. We were able to get three of the four areas done that day, 
as there were areas that required quite a bit of attention. It was nice to see how each member quickly figured out which 
area of cleaning they excelled at, and they all worked as a team.   
 
 

Continued on page 7 
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After we returned to the horse camp we roasted hot dogs over a campfire and those who came for the day left to go 
home, leaving two members to camp, with plans to finish the fourth area on Sunday. Sunday, the final area that was 
assigned to us was completed. MDC was happy that we were able to complete all sections assigned to us. We did 
report a couple of things that needed attention from them… a rather large tree on the trail that we felt MDC should 
attend to; low hanging branches over the roadway at camp which hinders large horse trailers from using the road; 
and the water source, which is a pond, is beginning to be taken over by cattails. We were assured that those minor 
details will be taken care of by MDC.  
 

We have several more work/ride days scheduled, 
along with the BCHMO Mark Twain National Forest/
Ozark Trail Clean-up Ride, along with the Member-
ship Appreciation Ride and Land Managers Ride, to be 
held at Brushy Creek Lodge in Black, MO. Several 
members are planning to attend this event.  
 
We invite anyone and everyone to attend a work/ride 
day with our members. We work hard and have a good 
time. Thanks to all the members who DO show up for 
the scheduled and the short notice work days. Every-
one is very much appreciated and many hands make 
for less work.  
 

Continued from page 6 

Certificate of Appreciation presented to the  
NEMO chapter by US Army Corps of Engineers 

UNSUNG HERO AND GOOD NEIGHBOR AWARD 
 

Nominations for the Unsung Hero and Good Neighbor Award are now open. Award to be presented at the 2022 
BCHMO Annual Membership Meeting. 
 
CRITERIA: The activities of any candidate must meet the first four criteria listed below; compliance with the last three 
criteria may be optional and subject to the judgment of the Editorial Board. Candidates may or may not be members of 
Back Country Horsemen of Missouri. 
a. Sustained Effort--- two years or longer. 
b. Volunteer---no commercial advantage or financial remuneration involved. 
c. Outcome---cited outcome that benefits the preservation of equestrian trails on public land in Missouri. 
d. Conservation---natural resources are protected. 
e. Leadership---inspires others to participate in joint venture. 
f. Community Recognition---evidence of local community support. 
g. Industry---involves an average of 10 hours or more monthly. 
 
NOMINATIONS: Any current BCHMO member may nominate someone for this award. 
Nominations should be emailed to the Publications Committee at: crazywaterranch@gmail.com 
Deadline for submission is September 15, 2022. 
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TRI-LAKES CHAPTER - Marsha Copeland 

Tri-Lakes Chapter has had a busy and productive spring with issues and events presenting an opportunity to promote 
the mission of Back Country Horsemen.  

 
Tri-Lakes Chapter was successful in obtaining a grant from the Back Country Horsemen of America (BCHA) 

Grant Committee. The grant was announced and awarded during the BCHA National Board Meeting held in 
April, 2022, in Kansas City. This grant will provide funds to place educational and safe procedure signs, 
aimed at all trail user groups, at the trail heads, and on the trails, of the areas the chapter volunteer’s work. 
The grant funds have been deposited with the BCHMO treasurer for Tri-Lakes Chapter use this calendar year. 

 
Tri-Lakes Chapter leadership has signed Cooperative Agreement forms with multiple areas on which the chapter 

works. There has been a large turnover in management personnel which has allowed the chapter to develop 
new relationships with our land managers. 

 
Volunteer hours have been sent for the recording of six different volunteer events for this spring. With the spring 

weather being unusual, it was fortunate that these events were completed. Many were impromptu, meaning 
not published on our yearly calendar. When these impromptu opportunities crop up, the chapter membership 
is contacted for those who can make the unplanned work event. 

 
National Trails Day – June 4, was celebrated with the chapter’s Second Annual Pace Race. This serves as a fund-

raiser, and was great fun and a successful event again this year. For those who do not know what a Pace Race 
is, it is a timed event having nothing to do with racing or speed!  Riders can ride as part of a team they have 
put together or ride solo. Teams are usually four riders but can be more – or less.  Teams leave camp at differ-
ent times and ride a preset course that has been timed earlier by the “Ghost Rider.” No one knows what pace 
the Ghost Rider set and the time it took to complete the ride.  The team who matches closest to the Ghost 
Rider’s time is the winner.  See, no speed, no stress – just a fun trail ride with a chance to be the winner! 

 
This year’s Pace Race winners were Dave and Kathy Hardman, matching the 
“Ghost Rider” pace within a couple of minutes. The winners learned of their tro-
phy winning pace time after a great noon meal and visiting time. 
 
A silent auction was available for all to shop and find something of value that 
they couldn’t pass up. The donated items from our surrounding businesses and 
individuals were some really great items. Thank you to all who visited our com-
munity businesses and brought items. 
 
“Hello” to our newest Tri-Lakes Chap-
ter member, Natalie!  Not only were 
she and her riding partner, Sandra, the 

last ones out of camp to start their Pace Race adventure, they made it 
back in time for lunch!  This was their first-time riding at Lead Mine but 
they negotiated their route in good order.   

 
Our Camp Chefs are the BEST! Randy and Paul prepared chicken asa-
da, rice, beans, hamburgers, hot dogs – a feast for everyone to enjoy.  
Members also brought delicious desserts and other food items for all to 
enjoy! 
 
 

Pace Race winners, Dave 
and Kathy Hardman 

Ed and Diana 
ready for the 
start of their 
Pace Race dis-
playing the new 
style Tri-Lakes       
Chapter T-
shirts! 
Lookin’ Good! 

Continued on  
Page 9 
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Continued from page 8 

The monthly Tri-Lakes Chapter Newsletter continues to be something for which our chapter members express apprecia-
tion. This effort is an additional way to help keep our membership informed on local, state, and national concerns. It 
also helps link our members since our chapter covers a large area, unconnected in other ways. Some of the issues that 
have been stressed is the need to be aware of the e-bike situation, and how it can affect riding safety. The issue of non-
equestrians parking and camping in equestrian areas is a national problem, and one that has been an issue in our area.  
We encourage our members to fill out a “Horse Camp Incident Report Form” when they come across this problem. This 
form is made available and encouraged by BCHA. While our area has mostly state managed areas instead of the big 
three national areas (National Forest, National Parks, Bureau of Land Management), it is still an issue that needs report-
ing to document for future action. We have also asked the BCHMO leadership to continue posting the chapter newslet-
ters on the Tri-Lakes Chapter page of the state website. 

HAPPY TRAILS TO ALL! 

BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN OF MISSOURI 2022 LAND MANAGER RIDE - Maury Mertz, Board Member 

After a two year hiatus, due to Covid restrictions, Back Country Horsemen of Missouri (BCHMO) was able to once 
again host the Land Managers Ride on June 13 at Brushy Creek Lodge and Resort. It was a hot and humid day, but 12 
public land managers, from various organizations, were in attendance, and excited to ride, despite the heat wave. In 
addition, four BCHMO members, representing the officers and board from BCHMO, participated in the ride.   
 
The ride left the coral promptly at 10:15 am, after everyone was fitted to their trusty steed.  Because of heat, the ride 
was shortened to less than two hours, for a total of about 5.2 miles give or take a few tenths. 
 
After the ride, everyone proceeded to the lodge for a great meal and lots of conversation. Several of the land managers 
that had attended before, said, “this was the best ride ever”. 
 
It was wonderful to see the different agencies talking among themselves, sharing thoughts about how to make im-
provements in this era of reduced funding for recreational trails and infrastructure. We appreciate their encourage-
ment.   
 
BCHMO could not provide this great experience without the generosity of Brushy Creek Lodge and Resort. Special 
thanks go to Johnny as trail boss, and Diane as lead meal preparer, server, and everything else that needs done! 
George and JoAnn Becker, you and your staff are the best. With the greatest appreciation for everyone’s help, 
THANK YOU. 
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BROWNFIELD CHAPTER - Robin Vaughan 

The Brownfield Chapter’s April 16 work day at Cole Creek Trail was cancelled due to the rain that fell days prior. The 
ground was too wet and soggy for heavy trailers, plus the forecast was ever changing. Just not a good time to hold an 
event. However, there was trail work accomplished at Cole Creek by a couple Brownfield Chapter members on foot. 
Briars were cut from the trails, a tree cut off the trail, and trash picked up.  A few American Endurance Ride Confer-
ence (AERC) members were also working on marking the trails for the upcoming endurance ride the following week-
end.   
 
Unfortunately on April 20, the endurance ride was cancelled by the Mark Twain 
National Forest land manger due to the many inches of rain that continued to fall, 
which made the camp sites inaccessible in the prepared field, and the Cole Creek 
Trailhead. This news was devastating to the AERC manager of the ride, and not 
good news for the Brownfield Chapter bake sale, which was to be held during the 
event to raise funds for tools to perform maintenance. Brownfield Chapter members 
helped remove the AERC markers – to the right shows how high K Pond was after 
the rains, water covered the Yellow Trail. 
 
There were no scheduled chapter work days, but some members worked on the 
trails late in April, and a couple days in May. The Cole Creek Trailhead/camping 
area was mowed twice in May, due to the fast growth from all the rain, and the 
weeds were sprayed under the picnic tables. Wasps were trying to make a home 
inside the registration box, so the nest was sprayed and removed, then more spray 
applied to the box. 
 
There were signs in the Cole Creek camping area of several users during the Memorial Day weekend, however, there 
was only one individual that signed in during that timeframe, indicating two horseback riders for two hours on May 
29….no other horseback riders signed in! Please be sure to sign in registration boxes when present to show the area is 
being used, and for safety purposes. There were indications of portable pens setup in the grass area for horses and 
horses had been tied to the hitching rails and each highline pole (not used as intended but at least the area is being vis-
ited).  
 
A Trail Maintenance Incentive (TMI) application was submitted by the Brownfield Chapter for gravel on the trailhead 
circle, and to place on muddy spots on the Orange Trail, along with replacements for the aging tools used by the chap-
ter. The chapter was approved funds for the gravel but regrettably not for tools, since TMI’s are for projects, not tools. 

 
 

Orange Trail before brush 
cutting and after brush cutting. 

 

Blue Trail before and 
after tree removal. 
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Please support our business, organization, and club members 

Cuba, MO 
www.jimsmotors.com 

PO Box 521  

Boonville Boot & Saddle Club 
Cloverleaf Saddle Club 
Kearney Saddle Club 
Missouri Veterinary Trail Riders 
Association 
Narrow Gait Farm Services, LLC 
Rolla Saddle Club 
Southwest MO Trail Riders 
Summersville Saddle Club 
St. Clair Saddle Club, Inc. 

573-793-2372  
www.panthercreektrailrides.com 



12 

Back Country Horsemen of Missouri 
Paula Hull 
P O Box 909 
Van Buren, MO  63965 
 

Back Country Horsemen of Missouri 
 
Publications Committee – Paula Hull, Ray Maynard, 
Lynette Miller, Phyllis Rowe, John Stewart, Jean 
Wrightfield. 

 
Back Country Horsemen of Missouri is the official 
quarterly newsletter of the Back Country Horsemen 
of Missouri (BCHMO), a non-profit 501(c)(3), 
member supported, volunteer organization.  Reprint 
permission must be solicited from the Editor and, as 
applicable, the authors.  Articles of relevance to our 
purposes are earnestly sought. 
The views and opinions expressed in authored arti-
cles may not necessarily be those of BCHMO.  
Please visit our website (www.bchmo.org) and that 
of Back Country Horsemen of America 
(www.bcha.org) for additional information and arti-
cles. 
 

BCHMO Publications Chair: 
         Paula Hull 

  Phone  573-323-8993 
      Cell 573-351-8019 
      crazywaterranch@gmail.com 

Change of Address? 
 
If you have moved, your address 
is incorrect, or you have a new 
or different email address, 
please contact your chapter 
leader, or BCHMO membership 
coordinator, Sue Maynard at 
pasnipper@gmail.com or call 
870/378-7094. 


