Through Our Kids Eyes – What They See and Think!
Interview #2
In the last issue of your “Trail Country News” newsletter you had the
opportunity to meet one of your SMMBCH youth members. I am hoping for this to
be a continuing series of youth interviews to learn straight from their growing minds
and values what they see and think SMMBCH is all about. If you have a youth in your life you would like
to see featured, please contact your chapter’s Education Committee member or contact me directly:
Marsha Copeland, Education Chair. mcope@centurytel.net (417) 345-5753.
It is time to meet Micah. Micah is ten years old and the grandson of Tri-Lakes
Chapter members, Paul and Anna Patton. Micah’s horse experience is limited to visiting
his grandparents but he has definite opinions about his horse, Prince, and what trail
riding means to him. I had the pleasure to meet Micah at a Tri-Lakes youth ride and was
impressed with his vocabulary and insight for a ten year old. The following is a series of
questions asked by this grandmother and his answers.
Question: While you were at the youth ride, what did you enjoy the most?
Micah: “I liked all of it but I liked the trail ride first and then the games.” (Trail ethics were taught in an
arena through horseback games.)
Question: Tell us something you learned at the Youth Ride.
Micah: “You shouldn’t sneak up on a horse ‘cause it will scare them and it will start kicking.”
Question: What can horseback riders (SMMBCH) do to help keep trails open?
Micah: “People need to know that horses can’t do any harm.”
Question: What do you like best about horses and trail riding?
Micah: “You get to see a lot of nature and the horses are really nice!”
Question: What is your least favorite thing about trail riding?
Micah: “When your horse gets funky and lazy!”
Question: Tell us about the horse you ride.
Micah: “His name is Prince, he can go pretty fast, and he’s pretty good and he is usually obedient.”
Question: What do you think we could do to get more people interested in Back Country Horsemen?
Micah: “Just take them on one small trail ride and they would see how nice it is.”
I would like to commend Micah’s grandparents for involving their grandchildren in horseback activities.
Our youth will determine if horseback riding in the future will be activity it is today.

